BIKE LAW 101

E-STUFF ON THE ROADS
OCTOBER 23, 2025
MVRPC



——

www.KentuckyBikeLawyer.com

513-600-8432
Chris@CarvilleLegal.com



http://www.ohiobikelawyer.com/
mailto:BikeLawyer@me.com
http://www.kentuckybikelawyer.com/
mailto:Chris@CarvilleLegal.com

(G) "Bicycle” means a pedal-powered vehicle upon which a human operator sits, including an electric bicycle.

(H) "Motorized bicycle" or "moped" means any vehicle having either two tandem wheels or one wheel in the front and two wheels in the rear, that may be
pedaled, and that is equipped with a helper motor of not more than fifty cubic centimeters piston displacement that produces not more than one brake

horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of not greater than twenty miles per hour on a level surface. "Motorized bicycle" or "moped" does

not include an electric bicycle.
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(L) "Motorized bicycle” or "moped” means any vehicle that either has two tandem wheels or one wheel in the front and two

wheels in the rear, that may be pedaled, and that is equipped with a helper motor of not more than fifty cubic centimeters

piston displacement that produces no more than one brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of no

greater than twenty miles per hour on a level surface. "Motorized bicycle” or "'moped” does not include an electric bicycle.




Mopeds

A moped, or motorized bicycle, is any vehicle with two tandem wheels or one front and two rear
wheels that is capable of being pedaled and equipped with a helper motor.

The helper motor may not:
» Have a piston displacement of more than 50 cubic centimeters

» Produce more than one brake horsepower
» Propel the vehicle at a speed greater than 20 mph on a level surface

If a vehicle exceeds the above criteria, or any of the other specifications outlined in Ohio
Administrative Code Chapter 4501-23, it is legally a motorcycle.
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Moped/Motorized Bicycle

Riders must follow the rules for mopeds:

« [funder age 18, a protective helmet is required; the chin strap must be properly fastened.

« Mopeds must be equipped with at least one rear view mirror.

« Whenever practical, mopeds must be operated within three feet of the right edge of the
roadway.

« You may not carry passengers.

Riders also must obey traffic laws that apply to bicycles and motor vehicles, including:

Obeying traffic signs and signals

Traveling in the same direction as other traffic

Signaling turns

Yielding the right of way

Moped/motorized bicycle owners are required to obtain and display a rear license plate.





















(VV) "Utility vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle designed with a bed, principally for the purpose of transporting material or
cargo in connection with construction, agricultural, forestry, grounds maintenance, lawn and garden, materials handling, or similar

activities.

(WW) "Low-speed vehicle” means a three- or four-wheeled motor vehicle with an attainable speed in one mile on a paved level
surface of more than twenty miles per hour but not more than twenty-five miles per hour and with a gross vehicle weight rating less

than three thousand pounds.

(XX) "Under-speed vehicle" means a three- or four-wheeled vehicle, including a vehicle commonly known as a golf cart, with an
attainable speed on a paved level surface of not more than twenty miles per hour and with a gross vehicle weight rating less than

three thousand pounds.

(YY) "Motor-driven cycle or motor scooter” means any vehicle designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the
ground, with a seat for the driver and floor pad for the driver’s feet, and is equipped with a motor with a piston displacement
between fifty and one hundred cubic centimeters piston displacement that produces not more than five brake horsepower and is

capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed greater than twenty miles per hour on a level surface.







(A) "Vehicles" means everything on wheels or runners, including motorized bicycles, but does not mean electric personal assistive
mobility devices, low-speed micromobility devices, vehicles that are operated exclusively on rails or tracks or from overhead
electric trolley wires, and vehicles that belong to any police department, municipal fire department, or volunteer fire department,

or that are used by such a department in the discharge of its functions.

(B) "Motor vehicle" means any vehicle, including mobile homes and recreational vehicles, that is propelled or drawn by power other
than muscular power or power collected from overhead electric trolley wires. "Motor vehicle” does not include utility vehicles as
defined in division (VV) of this section, under-speed vehicles as defined in division (XX) of this section, mini-trucks as defined in
division (BBB) of this section, motorized bicycles, electric bicycles, road rollers, traction engines, power shovels, power cranes, and
other equipment used in construction work and not designed for or employed in general highway transportation, well-drilling
machinery, ditch-digging machinery, farm machinery, and trailers that are designed and used exclusively to transport a boat
between a place of storage and a marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a public road or highway for a

distance of no more than ten miles and at a speed of twenty-five miles per hour or less.
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There are growing concerns in many communities across

America about the safety of “e-bikes.” These concerns are often
centered around young people, who are increasingly turning to
e-mobility devices for transportation well before they become
licensed drivers. Lack of familiarity with the rules of the road,
along with youthful enthusiasm, has sometimes led to unsafe
behavior like speeding, riding on sidewalks, ignoring stop signs
and traffic lights and even stunt riding on public roads and
highways. Unruly behavior leads to social media posts,
complaints to local officials, media reports and calls for more
regulation of "e-bikes” or even outright bans. At its worst, unsafe

behavior causes crashes, serious injuries, and even deaths of
young riders.
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COURTS HAVE THE
FINAL SAY
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