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An Integrated Land Use Vision 
for the Miami Valley Region Going Places Overview

We 
need 

your input 
on the 
tools.

Community Involvement

Community members, businesses, local governments and organizations 
across the region were asked what they want our region to look like. 
Community involvement included:

•	Community Workshops: 17 workshops in 4 counties
•	Focused Group Workshops: 16 Workshops in 9 groups

What we learned

•	Total population remained pretty flat: -1% change from 1970 to 2000.
•	Population density in urban areas has declined significantly. 
•	The rate of physical growth of our urban areas outpaced population 

growth. 
•	The Region’s developed area has expanded with people and jobs moving 

out to the suburbs.
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Population and Development Trends
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INTRODUCTION

The Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission (MVRPC) conducted the Miami Valley Open Space Assessment study in 
order to develop a 2005 Open Space GIS database and examine the status of open space in the Region.  The study is an update to 
the 1993 Miami Valley Open Space Inventory database prepared for the Miami Valley Open Space Council and to the State of 
the Region 2005 report that examined broad social, political, economic, and environmental issues of the Region, and recounted 
the progress the Region has made over the years.   

While the State of the Region 2005 report defined the Region to include eight (8) 
counties in the Dayton Metropolitan area as illustrated in the map, the 2005 Miami 
Valley Open Space Assessment study is based on the six (6) counties surveyed in the 
1993 Open Space Inventory (Clark, Darke, Greene, Miami, Montgomery, Preble), as 
well as the addition of the northern part of Warren County. 

This report provides information on how the data was collected, the limitations that 
exist within the study, and summarizes the findings from the study, providing 
information on regional as well as county level statistics. Further, the 2005 statistics are 
compared to the 1993 statistics in order to assess how the Region has changed over the 
last 12 years.      

OPEN SPACE DEFINITION 

The definition of open space used in this study was adapted from the 1993 Open Space 
Inventory.  The main categories of land uses in the 2005 Open Space database, as seen in the table below, include: General 
Outdoor Recreation Area, Outstanding Regional Amenity, Natural Environment Protection Area, Utilities, Open Space Link, 
Natural Environment Recreation Area, School, Landfill/Mineral Extraction, Cemeteries, Historical Site/Museum, and Airfields.  
It is important to note that the definition of open space in the study is very broad and ranges from areas that are active in nature, 
such as parks and ball fields, to areas that are passive in nature such as wetlands preserves and flood control properties.  Also, it 
should be noted that the Open Space classification in this study does not include agricultural land use, which is prevalent in 
some part of the Region. 

Open Space Classification 
General Outdoor Recreation Areas Utility Landfills / Mineral Extraction 

Swimming Pool Picnic Grounds Well Field Wastewater Plant Landfill Quarry 
Active Recreation Stadium Open Space Link Sand & Gravel Extraction Site 
Plaza/Commons Horse Racing Hiking Trail Large Institution Cemeteries

Fairground Auto Racing Bikeway Flood Control Cemetery 
Ball Field Golf Course Pedestrian Walkway Historical Sites / Museums 
Outstanding Regional Amenity Natural Environment Recreation Area Historic Site Museum 

Scenic River Waterfall Campground Fishing Lake Covered Bridge 
Natural Environment Protection Area Fish &Game Club Scout Camp Airfield
Wildlife Preserve Natural Area School Airport Sky Diving 

Park Preserve Wetland Preserve Public School College 
Storm Basin Hunting Area Private School University 

 Source: MVRPC 2005 Open Space Database 

For the purposes of this study, General Outdoor Recreation Area, Outstanding Regional Amenity, Natural Environment 
Protection Area, Natural Environment Recreation Area, and Historical Sites/Museums have been grouped together as “Open 
Space/Recreational Facilities.” 
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What we studied

MVRPC documented where we are now through multiple studies and 
assessments. 

Concentrated Development Vision
A Regional vision was developed based on 4 common values 
that were important to people from the Miami Valley. 

Build on the Region’s 
many ASSETS

Develop around 
INFRASTRUCTURE

PRESERVE farm land 
and open space

Encourage community 
COOPERATION

This open house presents a draft 
collection of the 11 recommended 
implementation tools for the 
consideration of MVRPC’s 
stakeholders.

Where are we now?

Do we like where we are headed 
and what are our choices?

Where do we want to go 
and how do we get there?

Implementation Plan
We are now developing the TOOLS needed to make the 
vision happen.
The TOOLS need to:
1. Aid local jurisdictions and organizations during their 
decision making process.
2. Provide support and resources that local jurisdictions and 
organizations can use when needed.

The reason for Going Places 
We live, work and play regionally and through Going 
Places we plan regionally. We seek to offer more as a 
region in order for each community to prosper. 
MVRPC’s Board of Directors recognized the need for 
and importance of developing a regional land use plan 
to serve as a resource and guide to assist in local land 
use planning and decision-making processes. This led 
to Going Places, a regional land use planning initiative. 

Going Places looks to answer 3 
questions

1. Where are we now?
2. Do we like where we are headed and what are our 
choices?
3. Where do we want to go and how do we get there?

Going Places provides 2 things
1. It is a forum for people living and working in the region 
to participate in planning.
2. Going Places provides resources for local 
communities to make decisions with a regional 
perspective.

Going Places: Principles
1. Sound technical data analyses
2. Strong support from regional leaders
3. Extensive regional stakeholder engagement

Going Places Study Area
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The questions you answered

•	What do you want our region to look like in the future?
•	Where and how should the region develop?
•	How should we do it?
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