MODEL E-BIKE ORDINANCE 


XXX.01	DEFINITIONS

(a) Electric bicycle means a “class 1 electric bicycle”, a “class 2 electric bicycle”, or a “class 3 electric bicycle” as defined below.

   (1)   “Class 1 electric bicycle” means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour. 

   (2)   “Class 2 electric bicycle” means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that may provide assistance regardless of whether the rider is pedaling and is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.

   (3)   “Class 3 electric bicycle” means a bicycle that is equipped with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour.  

No vehicle meeting the definition of an Electric Bicycle hereunder shall be considered an E-Moto under this Chapter.

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk242112235]“Motorized Personal Mobility Device” means any electrically or gas-powered device
designed for individual transport and not otherwise regulated in this Title, including
but not limited to
(1) Motorized scooters, both stand-up and sit down in design including an electric scooter
(2) Motorized skateboards
(3) Motorized longboard
(4) Motorized unicycles
(5) Motorized self-balancing devices 
(6) Electric mopeds
(7) Motorized tricycles
Motorized wheelchairs and Mobility Scooters are not Personal Mobility Devices for the
purpose of this Chapter. E-Motos are not Motorized Personal Mobility Devices for purposes of this Chapter.

(c) E-Moto means an electrically powered two- or three-wheeled vehicle whether or not equipped with pedals designed to resemble a motorcycle, dirt bike or motocross-style vehicle, regardless of whether the vehicle is marketed as such, with a motor that exceeds 750-watts. The term does not include an electric bicycle as defined by the Ohio Revised Code, an electric scooter, a mobility scooter, a motorized wheelchair, a golf cart, a vehicle that is being used by a police department, a vehicle that is being used by a fire department or by a municipality for government business.

(d) Electric Scooter means a device that is: (i) designed to transport not more than one person while standing or sitting; (ii) propelled, in whole or in part, by an electric motor; (iii) weighs less than 100 pounds; (iv) has a maximum motor-assisted speed of 20 miles per hour; and (v) equipped with one or more wheels in contact with the ground. 

(e) "Pedestrian" means any person on foot, in a motorized or non-motorized wheelchair, or using another equivalent device, such as skates or a skateboard.

(f) "Motorized wheelchair" means any self-propelled vehicle designed for, and used by, a person with a disability and that is incapable of a speed in excess of eight miles per hour.

(g) “Mobility Scooter” means a motorized personal mobility aid designed to assist individuals with limited mobility. Mobility scooters are primarily intended for use by individuals with disabilities or medical conditions that limit walking or standing, with speeds not exceeding 8 mph.

XXX.02	RIDING ELECTRIC BICYCLES, MOTORIZED PERSONAL MOBILITY DEVICE & ELECTRIC SCOOTERS

(a) Sidewalks

(1) Class 3 electric bicycles shall not be operated on any public sidewalk. 

(2) No person shall operate an electric bicycle or electric scooter on a public sidewalk with the motor engaged except to enter or leave a driveway or roadway, and then only at walking speed. 

(3) A person riding a bicycle, electric bicycle without the motor engaged or electric scooter without the motor engaged upon and along a sidewalk shall dismount before crossing a roadway and, when crossing a roadway, shall walk alongside the bicycle, electric bicycle or electric scooter and observe all the rules and regulations applicable to pedestrians.

(b) Bike Paths/Shared Use Paths

(1) The operation of a class 1 electric bicycle and a class 2 electric bicycle and an electric scooter is permitted on a path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles or on a shared-use path. No person shall operate a class 3 electric bicycle on a path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles or a shared-use path unless that path is within or adjacent to a street or highway.

(2) No person shall operate a class 1 electric bicycle, a class 2 electric bicycle or a class 3 electric bicycle or electric scooter on a path that is intended to be used primarily for mountain biking, hiking, equestrian use, or other similar uses, or any other single track or natural surface trail that has historically been reserved for nonmotorized use.

(3) An operator of an electric bicycle or electric scooter on paths set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles or on a shared-use path shall adhere by all applicable rules and regulations associated with such path usage.

(c) Class Three Electric Bicycles

(1) No person under sixteen years of age shall operate a class 3 electric bicycle; however, a person under sixteen years of age may ride as a passenger on a class 3 electric bicycle that is designed to accommodate passengers.






(d) Speed Limitations

(1) No person shall operate an electric bicycle or motorized personal mobility device at a speed greater or less than is reasonable or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface, and width of the street, highway, sidewalk, bike path or other surface and any other conditions, and no person shall drive any electric bicycle or motorized personal mobility device in and upon any street or highway at a greater speed than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead. Every operator shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and shall reduce speed below ten (10) miles per hour as necessary to avoid creating a hazard or endangering any pedestrian.

(e) Dangerous Behavior

(1) No person shall engage in dangerous behavior while operating an electric bicycle or motorized personal mobility device which threatens the safety of themselves or surrounding pedestrians or other vehicle operators.
(2) Dangerous behavior includes, but is not limited to, the following examples:
(1) Engaging or performing burnouts, doughnuts, drifting, wheelies, trick riding, jumping, or other acrobatic maneuvers.
(2) Operating the device in a reckless or aggressive manner, including but not limited to excessive swerving, abrupt braking, or weaving through pedestrians or vehicles in a manner that creates a dangerous environment.

(f) Audible Signal 

(1) No person operating an electric bicycle or motorized personal mobility device shall fail to give an audible or verbal signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.

(g) Operating in Low Light.

(1) No person shall operate an electric bicycle or electric scooter upon any street, sidewalk, shared-use path, or other public way between sunset and sunrise, or at any other time when there is insufficient natural light to render persons and vehicles clearly discernible at a distance of one thousand feet, unless the device is equipped with all lighting and reflector equipment required by the Ohio Revised Code and such equipment is illuminated and functioning while the device is in operation

(h) Prohibited by Signs
(1) No person may operate an electric bicycle or motorized personal mobility device where prohibited by signs placed by the municipality. 

(i) Exclusion for Law Enforcement. 

(1) Subsections (a)(1), (a)(3), (a)(4), (b)(1), (b)(2), (d)(1) and (e)(1) of this section do not apply to a law enforcement officer, or other person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the state, using an electric bicycle while in the performance of the officer’s duties.



XXX.03	  IMPOUNDING.

(a) Whenever any person operates an electric bicycle or E-Moto in violation of any section of this Chapter, the electric bicycle or E-Moto may be seized by any member of the Police Department, and such member shall have the authority to impound any electric bicycle or E-Moto.

(b) When any electric bicycle or E-Moto has been seized and so impounded, notice shall be made forthwith by the officer in charge to the owner of the electric bicycle or E-Moto, or in the event the person is a minor under the age of eighteen years, such notice shall be made to the parent or guardian of the operator of the electric bicycle or E-Moto. Notice shall contain a full explanation of the reason for seizing and impounding the electric bicycle or E-Moto.

(c) Any electric bicycle or E-Moto impounded under the provisions of this section shall be surrendered to the owner or to the parents or guardian of any minor upon showing sufficient proof of ownership or proper identification, and, upon completion of any education or safety training program prescribed by the City/Chief of Police for the operator and owner of the electric bicycle or E-Moto. No impounded electric bicycle or E-Moto shall be released to an operator or owner until the required education or safety training has been successfully completed. 

(d) Nothing herein shall relieve the offender of any penalty that may be imposed under this Chapter. 

(e) It shall be the duty of the police officer or the person in charge of records to keep in an appropriate book or file the names and addresses of all owners of electric bicycles or E-Motos impounded, if known.

(f) If the owner or operator of an electric bicycle or E-Moto does not claim the electric bicycle or E-Moto within one hundred and eighty (180) days of issuance of notice pursuant to .03(b), may be sold at public auction at a time and place designated by the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall make public notice of the time and place of such public auction.

XXX.04	REGISTRATION.   	

[OPTIONAL PROVISION FOR COMMUNITIES DESIRING TO HAVE LOCAL REGISTRATION]

(a) Registration Required

(1) No electric bicycle or E-Moto shall be operated in the City by a City resident without a registration permit issued by the City as provided for herein. Such registration application shall be submitted to the Chief of Police, or his/her designee, by every owner of an electric bicycle upon a form provided by the Chief of Police. The application for registration of an electric bicycle/E-Moto shall contain the name and address of the applicant and the make, model, color and serial number (and other identifying marks, if applicable) of the electric bicycle/E-Moto and any other information as the Chief of Police deems pertinent. The application shall include a statement from the owner confirming the owner has received and read an educational/safety flyer provided by the City. No City resident who is the owner of an electric bicycle/E-Moto shall use or allow the use of such electric bicycle/E-Moto on a public road or sidewalk unless it is registered.

(2) The registration permit provided for in this section shall be valid for the lifetime of the electric bicycle/E-Moto or until ownership of such registered electric bicycle /E-Moto changes, whichever occurs first.

(3) No electric bicycle/E-Moto shall be stopped by a law enforcement officer for the sole purpose of determining the registration status of the electric bicycle/E-Moto or for the sole purpose of issuing a citation, summons or ticket for a violation of the above registration requirements.

(b) Certificate of Registration

(1) Upon approval of a registration application, the Chief of Police, or their designee, shall issue a registration plate or decal together with a certificate bearing the name and address of the owner, the make and manufacturer's serial number, type or model and the date issued.

(2) The owner shall cause such registration plate or decal to be firmly attached to the electric bicycle/E-Moto for which it has been issued, in such position as to be plainly visible. No person shall destroy or remove a registration plate or decal from an electric bicycle/E-Moto.

(3) In the event a registration plate or decal is lost or destroyed, the Chief, or his/her designee, if satisfied of such fact, shall issue a new registration plate or decal upon the application of the owner of the electric bicycle/E-Moto.

(c) Penalty.  Whoever operates an electric bicycle/E-Moto in violation of this section shall be guilty of a minor misdemeanor with a maximum fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) per occurrence.

XXX.05	​PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY.

(a) It is the responsibility of a parent, guardian or custodian to ensure that a minor understands how to legally operate an electric bicycle, E-Moto or Motorized Personal Mobility Device. No parent, guardian or custodian of any minor or guardian of any ward shall negligently permit any such minor or ward to violate any of the provisions of this Chapter

(b) A parent or legal guardian shall ensure that any minor operating an electric bicycle, Motorized Personal Mobility Device or E-Moto has received instruction regarding the safe operation of electric bicycles and the requirements of this Chapter.

XXX.06	​USE OF HELMET
(a) No person under the age of sixteen (16) shall operate or be a passenger on a class 1 or class 2 electric bicycle unless the person is wearing a protective helmet with the chin strap properly fastened.


(b) No person shall operate or be a passenger on a class 3 electric bicycle unless the person is wearing a protective helmet that meets the standards established by the Consumer Product Safety Commission or the American Society for Testing and Materials.

(c) No person shall operate a Motorized Personal Mobility Device on a roadway unless the person is wearing a protective helmet with the chin strap properly fastened.


XXX.07	PARKING AND LOCKING OF ELECTRIC BICYCLE, ELECTRIC SCOOTER AND E-MOTO

(a) No person shall park an electric bicycle, E-Moto or electric scooter upon a sidewalk in such a manner so as to unduly interfere with pedestrian traffic or upon a roadway so as to unduly interfere with vehicular traffic.

(b) No person shall leave any electric bicycle, E-Moto or electric scooter unlocked when parked upon any public street, public sidewalk, public driveway, public playground or any other public property. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree; for the third offense (and any subsequent offense thereafter) within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

XXX.08		E-MOTO

(a) No person shall operate an E-Moto on a public road unless it is equipped with all applicable equipment requirements of the Ohio Revised Code for operation of a motorcycle on a public road and the operator has a State issued license for such operation.

(b) No person shall operate or be a passenger on an E-Moto unless the person is wearing a protective helmet that meets the standards established by the Consumer Product Safety Commission or the American Society for Testing and Materials.

(c) No person shall operate an E-Moto on a sidewalk, bike path, shared use path or public space other than a parking lot.

(d) No person operating an E-Moto shall fail to give an audible or verbal signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.

(e) No person operating an E-Moto shall ride other than upon or astride the permanent and regular seat or saddle attached thereto or carry any other person upon such motorcycle other than upon a firmly attached and regular seat or saddle thereon, and no person shall ride upon an E-Moto other than upon such a firmly attached and regular seat or saddle.

(f) No person shall ride upon an E-Moto that is equipped with a saddle other than while sitting astride the saddle, facing forward, with one leg on each side of the motorcycle.

(g) No person shall ride upon an E-Moto that is equipped with a seat other than while sitting upon the seat.


(h) No person operating an E-Moto shall carry any package, bundle, or article that prevents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars.

(i) No E-Moto shall be operated on a highway when the handlebars rise higher than the shoulders of the operator when the operator is seated in the operator's seat or saddle.

(j) No person shall operate an E-Moto in violation of any provision of the Municipal Traffic Code.

(k) Dangerous Behavior

a. No person shall engage in dangerous behavior while operating a E-Moto which threatens the safety of themselves or surrounding pedestrians or other vehicle operators.
b. Dangerous behavior includes, but is not limited to, the following examples:
i. Engaging or performing burnouts, doughnuts, drifting, wheelies, trick riding, jumping, or other acrobatic maneuvers.
ii. Operating the device in a reckless or aggressive manner, including but not limited to excessive swerving, abrupt braking, or weaving through pedestrians or vehicles in a manner that creates a dangerous environment.

(l) No person shall operate an E-Moto in a park owned and operated by the municipality.

(m) No person may operate an E-Moto where prohibited by signs placed by the municipality. 

XXX.09	SEVERABILITY.

This Chapter and each section and provision of this Chapter, are hereby declared to be independent sections and subsections and, notwithstanding any other evidence of legislative intent, the controlling legislative intent is that if any provisions of said Chapter, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid, the remaining sections or provisions and the application of such sections and provisions to any person or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby, and it is hereby declared that such sections and provisions would have been passed independently if such section or provision were so known to be invalid. The adoption of this Chapter in a single legislative act is merely for convenience. Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to limit the authority of law enforcement to cite the operator of an electric bicycle, E-Moto or electric scooter for violations of the State or City traffic code

XXX.10 COMPLIANCE WITH TRAFFIC LAWS

1. Every operator of an electric bicycle, motorized personal mobility device and E-Moto upon a public roadway shall obey all applicable federal, state, and local traffic laws, ordinances, traffic control devices, and regulations.


XXX.11 OBSERVABLE OPERATION; ENFORCEMENT

(a) When a person operates a device represented or appearing to be an electric bicycle upon a sidewalk, the operation of the device under motor power while the operator is not pedaling may be considered by a law enforcement officer, together with the totality of the circumstances, in determining whether reasonable suspicion exists that the device is being operated in violation of this Chapter or applicable state law.

(b) When a person operates upon a public street or highway a device represented or appearing to be an electric bicycle, but the device is observed traveling under motor power without the operator pedaling, such observation may be considered by a law enforcement officer, together with the totality of the circumstances, in determining whether reasonable suspicion exists that the device is not a Class 1 or Class 3 electric bicycle or is otherwise being operated in violation of this Chapter or applicable state law.

(c) For purposes of this section, the fact that an operator is not pedaling shall not, standing alone, constitute a violation when the device is coasting, traveling downhill, decelerating, or otherwise moving without propulsion from its electric motor.

(d) For purposes of this Chapter, whether a device constitutes an electric bicycle shall be determined by the actual design, equipment, capabilities, and operation of the device and not solely by its appearance, manufacturer's designation, labeling, advertising, or the presence of pedals. In determining the classification of a device, a law enforcement officer may consider the totality of the circumstances, including, but not limited to:

(1) manufacturer specifications, markings, or labels;

(2) motor wattage;

(3) the presence, condition, and functionality of pedals and the pedal drivetrain;

(4) the presence and operation of a throttle or other motor control;

(5) the manner in which the motor provides propulsion;

(6) the speed attained by the device under motor power;

(7) whether the device is capable of accelerating or maintaining motor-powered propulsion without pedaling; and

(8) any modification to the motor, controller, battery, drivetrain, speed limiter, or other component affecting the power or attainable motor-assisted speed of the device.


XXX.99 PENALTY
Unless otherwise provided in this Chapter, any person who operates an electric bicycle, E-Moto or Motorized Personal Mobility Device in violation of this Chapter is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If the operator is under the age of 18 and it is their first offense, the officer may defer a citation if the offender and a parent, guardian or custodian take an education program as prescribed by the Chief of Police. If, within one year preceding the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one violation of this Chapter, the violation is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year preceding the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this Chapter, the violation is a misdemeanor of the third degree. The offenses established by this Chapter are strict liability offenses. Strict liability is the culpable mental state for purposes of Ohio Revised Code 2901.20. The designation of these offenses as strict liability offenses shall not be construed to imply that any other offense for which no degree of culpability is specified is or is not a strict liability offense..
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